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~Mighty oaks from tiny acorns grow 

Important Upcoming Dates: 

March 13th - Lifetouch Spring pictures (optional) 

March 18th - 2nd grade St. John's Arboretum field trip 

March 26th-1st grade Music Concert 10:30am 

March 26th - 3rd grade Music concert 12:10pm 

 

Greetings Oak Hill Families, 

 

Today is March 1st and the last day of Trimester 3!  Report cards will come home on 

March 28th.   

 

Thank you to all the families who came to Oak Hill on Monday evening to celebrate the 

finish of One District One Book!  We have had so much fun reading the story of Humph-

rey, including our daily trivia!  We had approximately 400 people in the building for food, 

fun, activities and games.  It is always a good day when our Oak Hill Community comes 

together for fun and learning. 

 

I would like to extend a huge Thank You to Kristina Tykwinski and the ODOB Committee 

including Mrs. Piper, Ms. Pillatzki, Mrs. Jordre, Ms. Wilson, Mrs. Martinson, Mrs. 

Lillehaug, Mr. Olsen and especially Mrs. Dvorak who helped to design all the fun activi-

ties.  We had the Amazing Race, Hamster Craft, the Marble Run, an Obstacle Course, Cod-

ing, BINGO, Green Screen Pictures and fun Math!  We also had some great volunteers in-

cluding new and returning teachers.  Many thanks to Cathy Bautch, Ms. Espinal-Jones, 

Mrs. Gerdes, Mr. Eliszewski, Ms. Hoffman, Ms. Hess, Ms. Brown, Mrs. Gerads, Ms. Reeves, 

Mrs. Linn, Ms. Scherping, Ms. Speliopoulos, Mrs. Koenig, and Mrs. Geisler.   

 

Save the Date! 

On April 22nd, Earth Day, we will have our next Family Activity with an evening of free 

food, along with exciting activities, games and lots of Science and Technology! 

 

We are looking forward to Spring Break and seeing our students return on March 11th!   

 

I hope everyone enjoys the time off,  

Deb Jokela, Principal 

Oak Hill Community School 

February 2024 



                                         Counselor’s Corner:     

 
Helping a child to reach their highest potential is a multi-faceted ap-
proach.  The Search Institute has a list of 40 developmental assets of support 
and strengths that children need to be successful in life. One of the internal 
assets is a child’s self esteem, or confidence in their belief about their abili-
ties. A child’s self-esteem has a significant impact on their success.  If a child 
believes they can accomplish a task or believes they have the skills to perform 
their job, they are more likely to succeed. A child with high self esteem perse-
veres through hard things, stays focused, and is not afraid to try challenging or 
new things. They also can quickly pull themselves back up from disappointments 
and difficulties. 

This ability to cope with failure is what leads children to be successful...for 
more information, please see the following article by Dr. Ken Shore: The Stu-
dent with Low Self-Esteem: https://www.educationworld.com/a_curr/shore/shore059.shtml  

 
Want more ideas? 

 
Read About It 

 
Here are some books to help you learn more about self esteem: 
 
•Dear Girl By Amy Krouse Rosenthal 
•Stand Tall, Molly Lou Melon By Patty Lovell 
•I Like Myself By Karen Beaumont 

•Spaghetti In A Hot Dog Bun By Maria Dismondy 

 
Practice It! 

 
Create a positive self talk mantra with your child! Together, come up with something 
positive to tell yourselves when you are facing difficult challenges or low self esteem. 
For example, “I am important!” or “I can do this!” Write it on sticky notes or note 
cards to post around the house. Practice saying the statements out loud daily. 
 

Talk About It! 
 

Here are some discussion points to help you talk about self esteem with your child: 
•If you could use 5 words to describe yourself, what would they be? 
•Name one thing you have done that makes you feel proud. 
•What is something you do that makes you feel good about yourself? 
 
Are you in need of any resources? Please reach out to: 

Sandy Shettel at sandra.shettel@isd742.org for grades K-3 or                                         

Kim Brown at Kimberly.brown@isd742.org for grades 4-5 

https://www.search-institute.org/our-research/development-assets/developmental-assets-framework/
mailto:sandra.shettel@isd742.org
mailto:Kimberly.brown@isd742.org


 

 

Geocaching 

We at Oak Hill Elementary are thrilled to announce the exciting addition of geocach-
ing to our curriculum, and we owe a huge debt of gratitude to the Leaf Foundation 
for making it possible! Their generous grant has opened up a world of discovery for 
our students, fostering a love for learning that extends far beyond the classroom 
walls. 

Geocaching, a high-tech treasure hunt that combines GPS technology with outdoor 
exploration, will be woven into our existing science, social studies, and math lessons. 
Students will learn about map coordinates, teamwork, and critical thinking as they 
embark on quests for hidden caches throughout the school grounds. 

Paul Olsen, Media Specialist 

320-370-6000 ext. 6025 



Spotlight on Last Blast Picnic! 

Whilst Spring’s in the air, 

And the school year end is near~ 

Fête ‘n feast planning’s here! 

The PTSA is looking for baskets (any size!!) for our Last Blast Picnic! If 

you have any that are new or gently used and you would be willing to 

donate it to the Last Blast Picnic, please drop it off at the office in 

March or April!  

We are also looking for volunteers who are able to help during the event 

(any amount of time that you are able to help is greatly appreciated!) 

We will send out sign-up links for the picnic next month.  

Please contact Danielle Wickline 320-309-2534 if you have any dona-

tions or corporate sponsors for Last Blast that you would like to discuss 

further. We are ever thankful of each donation and each minute that 

our families so generously contribute!  Thank you for your continued 

support of our students and our school!  

 

 

 


